
Date:  03/30/2009 04:07 PM

From: Carol Campbell/R8/USEPA/US

To:  Russell Leclerc

Cc:  Martin Hestmark
Subject:  Re: Fw: Congressional Fact sheet - Libby Action Plan Toxicity Assessments Status & Arsenic Trioxide site

 -- These are due to HQs tomorrow (3/31). Russ

 

 - Housatonic River Superfund Site.doc
This file was extracted from this email -->


Representative John Olver (Democrat, MA)

GE-PITTSFIELD/HOUSATONIC RIVER SUPERFUND SITE

Pittsfield, Massachusetts

QUESTION:  What is the status of the cleanup required by the Consent Decree signed in 1999, and when will a decision be made on the cleanup requirements for the Rest of River?  Also will this cleanup decision require GE to treat the contaminated soil and sediment?  Finally, what is the status of the two on-site landfills and potential health concerns raised by local residents?

ANSWER:

· GE has substantially completed the cleanup of 12 of the 20 soil cleanup actions and remediation of one-half mile of the Housatonic River.  Groundwater response actions, if necessary, will be performed after soil cleanup actions are complete. 

· EPA has completed remediation of a 1.5 mile stretch of the Housatonic River.

· In 2005, GE transferred 26 acres to the Pittsfield Economic Development Agency (PEDA) for redevelopment.  The remaining 26 acres are scheduled to be transferred to PEDA within three years.

· One on-site landfill has reached capacity and final cap has been completed.   The second landfill is at about 85 percent to 90 percent capacity.   Placement of the remaining waste material and final cap is targeted to be completed by the end of 2008.

· Extensive testing of the air and soil on the elementary school playground and air, dust and carpets inside the elementary school has been performed by EPA, MA Department of Environmental Protection (MADEP) and MA Department of Public Health.  All agencies concur that landfill operations pose no significant risk to the school children or the surrounding neighborhood.

BACKGROUND:

· EPA has completed its comprehensive study of the Rest of River portion of the Site.   GE is required to submit a proposal to EPA on February 27, 2007 to discuss how they intend to perform the feasibility study of potential cleanup options.  This proposal will likely include evaluating one or two soil and sediment treatment technologies. 


· EPA currently anticipates making its decision on cleanup requirements for Rest of River in late 2008.   


· This is a RCRA Corrective Action site/proposed to the National Priorities List (NPL) on September 25, 1997.

· The Site consists of the 254-acre GE facility, Allendale Elementary School, Silver Lake, Unkamet Brook, the Housatonic River, riverbanks and floodplains, and 11 former oxbows to the Housatonic River that have been filled with contaminated material.  


· The primary contaminant of concern is PCBs that were generated by GE’s transformer manufacturing and testing operations.

· In September 1998, representatives of federal (EPA, DOJ, NOAA, DOI) and state government agencies, GE, the city of Pittsfield, and the PEDA reached a tentative agreement-in-principle relating to GE's Pittsfield facility, other contaminated areas in Pittsfield, and the Housatonic River.  This agreement was translated into a Consent Decree which was lodged with the federal court on October 7, 1999, and approved by the court on October 27, 2000.  The agreement provides for, among other things, the following:

· GE to perform 20 distinct soil cleanup actions, five groundwater response actions, and the remediation of one-half mile of the Housatonic River.

· EPA to perform a cleanup of a 1.5 mile stretch of the Housatonic River pursuant to a cost-share agreement with GE.

· The consolidation of up to 250,000 cubic yards of soil, sediment and building demolition debris generated from the required cleanup actions into two on-site landfills located in close proximity to an elementary school.

· A comprehensive EPA-lead study of the remainder of the Housatonic River, referred to as the “Rest of River,” to determine if additional cleanup actions are required; GE is required to perform a feasibility study on potential remediation options and EPA will make the determination on what additional cleanup actions, if any, are to be performed.


· Compensation from GE for natural resource damages and GE payments to the government for past and future response costs.

· A transfer of 52 acres of GE-owned land to PEDA for future redevelopment.

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES:

· In the fall of 2005, concerns were raised by staff from Senators Kennedy, Kerry, and Representative Olver’s offices regarding the close proximity of two on-site landfills to an elementary school.  EPA informed the staff members of the ongoing and proposed monitoring and evaluation activities as outlined above.

· On October 26, 2005, EPA responded to Representative Olver’s October 13, 2005 letter regarding the discovery of drums, drum remnants and capacitors uncovered during the remediation of the Newell Street II portion of the Site.   EPA stated that area would be appropriately addressed, preferably with cooperation from GE.  Additionally in 2006, EPA, GE and MADEP reached an agreement whereby GE removed an additional 5,000 cubic yards of contaminated soil, along with any additional drums, drum remnant, and capacitors uncovered during the excavation.

· In 2003-2004, Representative Olver inquired to EPA about treatment options at the Site and, specifically, asked about a vendor called Oil-Free Technologies.  EPA explained that GE was not required to perform treatment of waste material for the areas of the site where remedies were already selected; however, treatment was an option to be considered for Rest of River.  Also, on May 24, 2005, EPA responded to Oil-Free Technologies advocate HRI that based on information provided by the vendor, Oil- Free Technologies process is not a good match for evaluation based on incomplete data and an absence of demonstrated performance.  EPA offered to discuss the issue further and provided an additional list of resources that Oil-Free Technologies could potentially access.  Representative Olver’s office was copied on this letter.  To EPA’s knowledge, Oil-Free Technologies has not pursued these options.  
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